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This show has been very good, very well organised. It’s 
showing all the experience acquired over the last five 
years. The turnout has been very good, there have been 
many, many installers, EPCs and project developers. The 
quality of the presentations has been fantastic. 

Pierre Cesbron, Norwegian Crystals ’’
‘‘
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Celebrating five years of success, Solar Energy UK 2014 
saw the highest visitor numbers ever, confirming its 
position as one of the most important events in Europe’s 
solar industry calendar. 53% of exhibitors expect annual 
sales of a minimum of £250 million as a direct result of 
exhibiting at SEUK, and over 50% of the 2015 show’s 
floor space was pre-booked during SEUK 2014! (see 
below). The event attracted 3,402 unique visitors from 

61 countries, with an exhibition that featured 204 
exhibitors, four themed seminar streams and an r&D 
showcase for the very first time. Visitor and exhibitor 
feedback from the event was excellent and the mood at 
the show was extremely positive. This report summarises 
the feedback from visitors and exhibitors and lists the 
preliminary exhibitor line up for 2015. 

Solar Energy UK 2014 – Post Show Report

“This year was most definitely the busiest year for BayWa r.e. at SEUK, with the stand 
being extremely busy for the majority of all three days. We have been supporters of the 
solar specific exhibition since the beginning as we believe there is longevity in the UK 
market. It was great to see and feel the buzz in the room reflecting what is happening across the UK PV industry 
at the moment.” Ben Robinson, BayWa r.e. Solar Systems

INSTALLER 
CENTRAL

LARGE-SCALE

ENERGY PLUS

MAIN ENTRANCE

SoLAR 
bUSINESS 
ThEATRE

50% 
of 2015 floor 

space pre-booked 
during SEuK 

2014!

“We had a fantastic Solar Energy UK this year and are very grateful to all customers who came to 
the SEUK event to meet us on our stand and at our seminars, and we have had great feedback from 
those who attended.” Robert Hendry, Sales Director, CCL Components
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Installer - 1166

Manufacturer - 382

Distributor/Wholesaler - 288

EPC/Construction/Developer/Architect - 424

Consultant - 215

Energy/Power/Utilities - 110

Finance/Legal - 104

Research/Education - 87

Landowner - 69

Local Authority/Housing Association/Gov. Dept - 60

Energy Storage & Efficiency - 64

Maintenance & Support/Safety & Security/Mapping/Monitoring/Testing & Certification/Mounting Systems - 75

Other Categorised – includes Balance of Systems, Large Energy User, Media/Press, Microgeneration, 
Trade Bodies & Associations - 118 

Other Non-Categorised - 240 

Visitors by industry sector

Unique visitors, year-on-year growth
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3402
Visitor analysis

2424

4610*

1828
2029

462

2013 2014201220112010
(Conference 

only)
*Grand total. Visitors, speakers and exhibitors

33% 
growth 
vs 2012

40% 
growth 
vs 2013
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Visitor Feedback

89% 
of visitors would recommend

Solar Energy UK to a 
colleague

79% 
of visitors attended 

for four or more 
hours

80% 
of visitors had 

meetings with five or 
more exhibitors

96% 
of visitors rated the event 

as good, very good or 
exceptional

+ 
hrs

“Solar Energy UK exhibition and seminars gave 
me an unforgettable experience. I have talked to 
many exhibitors which gave us great opportunity for 
future business.” 

Star Su, SAJ Solar

“Solar Energy UK remains the number 1 
solar conference in the UK and is a must 
visit for anyone serious about solar.” 

John Williams, Orb Renewable
Energy Bonds Ltd

Large-scale seminar theatre at full capacity, days 1 - 3.
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Anticipated Business

26% of visitors expect their 
organisation to spend over 

£1million 
with Solar Energy UK exhibi-
tors in the next 12 months

13% of exhibitors expect 
sales (12 months) of over 

£1million  
as a direct result of exhibit-

ing at Solar Energy UK

Visitors Exhibitors

“It’s been really, really good so far, 
we’ve had a lot of interest, a lot of 
people coming up to the stand and 
taking a lot of information away with them. High 
footfall, a lot of interest and a lot of good, positive 
leads to come out of it as well.”

Dan Hughes, Yingli Solar

“Lots of new 
contacts made 
today. Tomorrow we 
do business. #SEUK 
is a mecca for solar 
lovers.” 

@ Marchudd Ivory
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0 5 10 15 20 25 30
Other includes: Croatia, Czech Republic, Sweden, Austria, Denmark, Lithuania, 
Norway, Romania, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Monaco 

*Breakdown above includes data from 9.3% of the total European audience 
(excluding UK).

European visitor breakdown*

Germany – 26%

Ireland – 16%

Spain – 12%

Italy – 10%

France – 9%

Netherlands – 7%

Belgium – 3%

Greece – 3%

Switzerland – 2%

Portugal – 2%

Poland – 2%

Other – 8%

2014 will be remembered as the year that the UK 
overtook Germany to become the biggest PV market in 
Europe. 

Solar Energy UK 2014 reflected this market trend with 
European representation growing significantly among 
exhibitors and visitors alike. SEUK is now recognised as 
Europe’s key solar show in the second half of the event 
calendar. The 2014 event cemented its status as a hub 
for doing solar business across Europe, with 15% more 
Europeans attending SEUK 2014 vs. 2013.

UK benefits European Growth...

0 20 40 60 80 100

Solar Energy UK - 90%

The Renewables Event (UK) - 5%

All-Energy (UK) - 5%

EU PVSEC (Amsterdam, The Netherlands) - 5%

Solarex (Istanbul, Turkey) - 5%

Renexpo PV (Salzburg, Austria) - 5%

Smart Energy (Verona, Italy) - 5%

SPI (Las Vegas, USA) - 5%

The Renewables Roadshow (UK) - 10%

Solarexpo (Milan, Italy) - 10%

Ecobuild (UK) - 35%

Intersolar Munich - 80%

Which solar/renewables shows were most 
worthwhile for your organisation?

“We enjoy the show very much. It 
was really big and really good as 
a result of all the people coming 
here. It was a really important 

show and we see that this show is important 
for Europe not only for the UK.” 

Panos Bitarchas, Solar Cube

“This year was the first year that 
the UK stood up and said this is 
our show, so it was really nice to see other 
European countries coming in and looking at 
what the UK is doing differently”

“We had a lot of other Rexel representatives 
over from Sweden and the Netherlands, and 
it was really good to see them looking at 
suppliers and competitors learning from the 
UK, rather than the traditional look at Munich 
and the once a year show.”

Jerry Hamilton, Rexel

“The show is very interesting, it col-
lects all the professionals in the local 
market but not only the local market, 
we have met customers and people from all 
over Europe.”   

George Konstantoulakis, inaccess
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Exhibitor Feedback

63% 
of exhibitors said, that  

cost of exhibiting was good 
or very good

95% 
of exhibitors rated 

visitor numbers as good 
or very good

95% 
of exhibitors rated visitor 
quality as good or very 

good

84% 
rated marketing support 
to exhibitors good, very 

good or exceptional

“We had a huge amount of interest in 
our Solar PV kit building service and 
commercial ground mount capabilities 
covering design, technical detail and procure-
ment. 2014-15 is looking to be a very busy year 
at Moss Electrical and we look forward to wel-
coming new customers on board.”

Robert Moss, Moss Electrical

“SEUK provides an excellent 
opportunity for Freeths LLP to 
showcase our legal and sector 
expertise to a wide range of 
delegates, who might not nor-
mally be aware of the services 
we can offer for their organisa-
tions.” 

Adrian Gloss, 
Freeths LLP Solicitors

“Solar UK 2014, well ad-
vertised, well organised, 
well implemented and 
hopefully will generate 
some good business 
leads.”

Kevin Wendelken, 
A Raymond Energies

“Solar Energy UK 2014 was 
an exceptionally well orga-
nized exhibition, which gave us the opportunity 
to learn a lot about the future of the PV market 
in the UK. We are very happy with our decision 
to join this show for the first time.” 

Benedikt Grimm, Krinner Schraubfundamente 
GmbH (first time exhibitor)
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Show Development Visitors

Areas visitors and exhibitors would like to 
see developed in next year’s show

Exhibitors

Building Integrated PV

36
.8

%

22
.2

%

30
.1

%
22

.2
%

Electric Vehicle Infrastructure

74
.1

%
44

.4
%

Energy Storage

22
.2

%

16
.7

%

Finance - Consumer

29
.3

%

22
.2

%

Finance - Large-Scale

29
.3

%
27

.8
%

Ground-mount - Commercial

19
.9

%
33

.3
%

Ground-mount - Public Sector

20
.7

%
11

.1
%

Non-solar Renewables

35
%

11
.1

%

Off Grid

12
.4

%
11

.1
%

RHI Technology

43
.6

%

55
.6

%

Rooftop - Commercial

31
.2

%

61
.1

%

Rooftop - Public Sector

39
.8

%

22
.2

%

Smart Grids
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Market Reach
nEW 

in 2014!

430,000 
printed magazine 
adverts/features

720,000
email invitations

3.2m 
online banner 
impressions

50+ 
supporters and partners

5,352 
social media shares

36,600 
unique visitors to the 

event website
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Energy Plus

nEW 

in 2014!

R&D Showcase

Solar Energy UK’s newest addition to the show floor showcased the latest technologies in energy efficiency, 
distribution and energy storage for commercial energy users. 

At this year’s Solar Energy UK, UK researchers had a unique opportunity to disseminate R&D 
excellence to a broad industrial audience via a poster gallery. Knowledge partners Centre for 
Solar Energy Research, Glyndwr University and Knowledge Transfer Network made a presentation 
to the authors of the winning poster during a drinks reception at the Solar Media stand.

The Energy Plus Pavilion was made up of exhibitors 
that complemented the Seminar Theatre’s themes: 
•	 Renewable heat
•	 Energy storage
•	 Solar thermal
•	 Heat pumps
•	 Smart grids & transmission
•	 Micro-generation
•	 Electric Vehicle (EV) infrastructure
•	 Energy management
•	 Energy efficiency

23 seminars including topics such as: 
•	 On-site generation as a revenue-driver for UK PLC
•	 Technology round-up for non-engineers
•	 Energy efficiency
•	 Renewable heating: is it worth it?
•	 Energy management
•	 Energy storage hosted by the Renewable Energy 

Association
•	 Electric Vehicle (EV) infrastructure
•	 EVs in public transport
•	 Working with the grid and DNOs more effectively

30 posters were submitted including entries from Cambridge University, 
Imperial College, UCL, Sheffield University and Swansea University

Chih-Tao Chien, Pritesh Hiralal from Cambridge University won 
Best Poster for their research poster: Integrated Solar Energy 
Harvesting and Storage on Graphene Power Sheets

9Solar Energy UK Post Show Report 2014
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Solar Power Portal Awards 2014 

The 2nd Annual Solar Power Portal Awards was once again a sell out, bringing together 
over 500 leaders and key players in the UK and European Solar Market industry. 

The Awards highlight and reward current, outstanding projects in the industry, helping 
to reflect the good practice, professionalism, quality, safety and level of innovation that 
has catapulted the UK solar industry into one of the top five global PV markets. 

Public space installation
Middlesex University Hospital, Spirit 
Solar 

Most successful integrated 
renewables system
The Solar House, Newform Energy

Renewable heat installation
Bradfield college art wing, Spirit Solar

Commercial rooftop installation - 
Sponsored by Rexel Energy Solutions
Kingspan Insulation Selby, Kingspan 
Energy

Community installation
Coalfields Community Sustainable 
Energy Programme 

Ground mount solar site (<10MW)
Ketton cement works, Lark Energy 

The winners were as follows:

“The Solar Power Portal 
Awards offers the UK 
PV industry a chance to 
collectively celebrate 
key achievements and 
milestones.” 

Michael Middlemast, 
Zeversolar, Awards 
Sponsor

2014 Judging Panel:

The 2014 judging panel 
represented an esteemed group 
of Solar industry professionals:
•	 Gaynor	Hartnell	-	Former	Chief	

Executive, Renewable Energy 
Association

•	 Jennifer	Chase	-	Bloomberg	
New Energy Finance

•	 Dr.	Jonathan	Scurlock	-	
National Farmers’ Union

•	 Philip	Wolfe	–	Wikisolar	and	
Wolfeware

•	 Ray	Noble	–	Director,	Solar	
BIPV Ltd

To submit your project and win 
one of the prestigious 2015 
awards, contact 
hho@solarmedia.co.uk

Utility-scale solar farm (>10MW)
Lackford Estate Solar Park, Low 
Carbon 

Domestic rooftop installation - 
Sponsored by Zeversolar 
Croyde Cottage, Solarsense UK

Communications campaign
Solar Independence Day, 

Project finance innovation
Lightsource Renewable Energy

Installer of the year - 
Sponsored by BayWa r.e.
Sungift Solar 

Rexel Foundation Prize 
Energise Sussex Coast 

The Solar Power Portal 
outstanding 
achievement award
Ray Noble, Director, Solar BIPV Ltd

mailto://hho@solarmedia.co.uk
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Solar Energy UK 2014
Pre-booked exhibitors for Solar Energy UK 2015 include:

for more information about Solar Energy uK 2015, contact the relevant team member below:

Exhibition enquiries 
Meena Manthena, Account Manager

mmanthena@solarmedia.co.uk 
+44 (0) 207 871 0122 ext. 260

PR, marketing and partner enquiries 
Hilda Ho, Marketing & Events Coordinator

hho@solarmedia.co.uk
+44 (0) 207 871 0122 ext. 257

mailto://hho@solarmedia.co.uk
mailto://mmanthena@solarmedia.co.uk

